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. Eeaders; of- Washmwton opinion- may’ \sant to see the worst in their.

-~eountry, but the avcrawe Amcncan xs loyal to the old values

\I}m(,l\'s fnends anrl allies

—

Vs have becen dismayed — and-

her adversarjes bewildered,

. if _not " dangerously . misled . — by
AVashinaton’s © - current
obsession with - self-denigration.

To the yeat-long torrent of leaks
= about the: al]eged ‘past misdéeds of
the C1A7:the FBI and® other
sccutity, scrvices. have now been
added embau‘assmrr disclosures of .
diplomatic. cablés and revelations:
.of corruption ofr anr mternatxonal
scale in the aircraft industry.

The fact that -Mr Patrick Mo_ym-

hant reckoned ' that the career
_bureaucrats in the: State Ds2part-
“ment had tried-—albeit in \av—z——to
“thwart his robust policy of taiking
back to.the Russians and the more
tedious Third Vor]ders it the
United Nations wa's no secret, But
+ that-the’entire text ‘of his repért to]
Dr Iusschr on the subjcct Jmn!d
..bé printéd.in the New ¥Ynrk Times
. must inevitably discourago-fareizn
diplomats ... from _

-a S1 million gift from Lockherd or
-not is not really the point either:
the headlings this allegahon have
made will ' maké “any friendly
Defence Minister think hard ‘hefore
recommending a Dburchase of 2ny
"American fichter in future for fear
.of - being-: suspected of : arcr'ptm"

brihes. : Amencan ]xbcral; readily forget ; A :
What foreigner dare pass mfor.’. for cxample, . that \xhen the., - Ordinary me““é:“s ate increas-
‘mation to- Amencan mtclhde’xce "Kennedy. Gamelot ‘'was ™ .in fidwer | ingly angry with. Congress about °

even for the best of motives. now :

that it has been. ‘established that !

-he is liabie ‘to be named by: some )

political dcfector from the CIA?

It must certainly seem on the: .

évidénce” that ‘America’s elected X
representatives and their staffs can-

-not kecp secrets.  They have en-

gaged in a new kind of McCarthy-

1sm in recent months in the intelii- |

gence committees of hoth  the
Senate and thie House of Represen-

tatives, dredging up one scandal:
after another.in an orgy of denun- ;

cnatlom

of past .errors,’ real or |

imaginary, as if’ thereby to purge !
the entire nation of its supposed :

wickedness.

con‘mun'cmm" o
frmldy mth Amcncans in future.

\\'Hcther Prmce Bernhard: took |
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“rbverthe: -

-Green' Beret Spocval Forces claak-
*help .with "nation-building.”

* GIA was ot then looked on as a }
‘wicked organisation -

.have wondered whether America

All this stemmed, of course, from | '
Watergate. . and -Vietnam, One |
might ‘have thought that after oust- |
ing former President Nixon in dis- | :
grace--arcd successfully. prosecuting’-
his- chicf co-conspirators,  Washinz- -

- ton’s high-minded puritans would
* have becn assuaged. “But not a bit -
cof it Wher' thu‘y ‘had done “Wwith

“the ‘Nixon. &ra, they began to turn'.
—with rather less enthusm~m‘ ﬁcr~

haps—to. the_sins ‘of tho }\enncd' ;

‘and Eisenhower eias. The CIA's:
..assagsination plots were bared.
T were -

So !
~*o.|r~s of how .the agency
gave moncy “to' anti-Communist
political parties and individuals in
various countries to the vast dis-
c_;‘c.)mﬁt_u:e‘of;these hapless folk. ..
~The context in which all this took :
place was_conveniently merloo»\cd
‘Congressional- ¢ zealots:

only-15 years-ago: it was thouseht ;
to.be a good thing. to be sending

and-dagger tedms to ]nﬂchhma to
‘The

but a hich-.

minded. one, fighting nobly for

1

freedom and democracy against the !
forces of evil in the back alleys’ m i

the world.
Outsiders lookmﬂ on. may well

has gone mad, What i3 even more
alarming — for those of us who

. rely, in the final analysis, on the B
- ability  of this the mast powerful !
- of nations economically and (so "

far) militarily to act as a counter-
weight to Russia — is the thought
that 'it ‘had Jost its.will and sense’,
of national purpose. ¢ -

this.year was the vote by!the full i - . .
House to withhol-d"publ‘ication"of .

seeming ré ”}@ §®Eﬁﬁ/§d %f
'EOO&:S f@

By: STEPHEN BARBER

_,malxcrs of the Rastern: Establish:
“ment was widely reprinted in news-

: h@~

Having said this, howevcr I am

i

glad to be able to report that once %
one gets out of Washington and |
into .the heartland of ‘the real .

Awerica one is swiftly reassured

that things are nothing like as bhad.

as they look.

scemingly suicidal. mood reflected.
among the ..so-called opinijon-

papers across - Ahe- counlry — and
approvingly. Mr Ford; cayipaigning
in New Hampshire for the Republi-
can Presidential nominalion over
the weekend., was cheered

lustily whenever he called for an

A recent Daily Tele- |
graph leading article deploring the- .

1

most |

end to the scif-destructive tenden-”

cics displayed -n recent. Congrea-
sional witch-hunts.

- all this. And it is w‘mﬁcant that: -

the first- victory Mr Ford scored -

the Intelligence Committée’s report

* on the CTA last month: ‘Trug, the' =
“contents had leaked so copmmly

. America's  friends

that publication was by 'that time '

almost superfluous, but what mat _{
Aered surely was that members had
" got the hard word from their ¢on-

stituencies that voters were up in

arms at what they- felt to be an
un- -

unnecessary. and  above all
patriotic, washing of dirty linen.

A thoughtful Wisconsin-farmer /
“whom I met Jast week-on a trip to”

California expressed genuinie sur-
prise when 1 told him that many of
were
about the scemingly endless” self-

.ahasement indulzed in by Washing-

ton's legislators in recent monthsi

Mr? Nixon used to -employ the
image of "“a helpless giant”; ke - It had not occurrtd to him, he said,
was_ determined - that  America , - -that it could Jead others fo doubt.

should never be so perceived. But !

in many ways his fears on_that

'scorc may now seem: about to bc.

‘America’s commitment to Il§ ideals
or even to its ﬂlms * *This is such .
a big country.” he said. recalling ;

Liat hinr fathnar had raman

worried ,

sam
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